Success with Azaleas 

Azaleas require only a few ingredients for success, as outlined below:

Location:  Bright light is necessary for growth and bloom.  Morning sun, filtered afternoon sun, sun through overhead tree branches and against north facing walls and fences are all good locations for azaleas.  Insufficient light is often the cause of poor blooming.  Azalea plantings with southern or western exposures are not recommended without an automatic irrigation system.

Bed Preparation and Planting Mix:  The most important factor in growing azaleas is the planting medium.  Azaleas are shallow rooted and need oxygen, moisture, and nutrients to flourish.  Southwood’s Azalea Mix is composed of 60% pine mulch and 40% peat moss.  The pH has been adjusted and the mix has been fortified with minor nutrients for optimal growth.  This mix is a variation of one recommended by the Dallas Chapter of the American Azalea Society.  It is a well-drained mixture, but it contains enough peat moss to hold moisture.  Southwood recommends a minimum of 2 cu. ft. per plant for new plants.

In sandy or well-drained soils, dig a continuous trench 8-10” deep and 6-12” wider than the root ball.  Add Southwood Azalea Mix to fill 8-10” below grade and 2-4” above soil level.  Plant the azalea with the top of the root ball level with the top of the azalea mix.  Firm the moist mix around the azalea.  Cover the area with 2” of cedar mulch, cypress mulch or pecan shells.  Do not cover the stem of the plant with mulch.  Where existing soil is clay, subsurface drainage or elevated beds will be necessary for a successful planting.

Fertilizer:  Apply Osmocote 17-6-10 with Minor Nutrients.  Use 5 lbs. per 1000 sq. ft. yearly in the spring after the plants bloom.  Use less on plants that have reached their desired height.  If spring growth appears stunted, apply sulfur at a rate of 1-2 lbs. per 100 sq. ft. to the soil surface.  For spring growth that appears dull-colored or yellow, apply Ironite, liquid iron or Miracid (30-10-10) with Iron.  Miracid can be applied once a month through May to the foliage and the soil surface.  Always water azaleas before applying fertilizer.

Water:  If Mother Nature doesn’t cooperate, provide ½ to 1” of water per week during the fall, winter and early spring.  Azaleas require daily watering during hot, dry periods.  Adequate moisture is especially necessary during the bloom period.  Inadequate moisture can shorten the length of the floral display. 

We wish you success with your azalea planting.  Should you have any questions regarding your azaleas, bring a sample of the plant to Southwood.  It is extremely difficult to assess problems on the phone.
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