BROMELIADS
Many people have discovered that bromeliads, with their exotic foliage and showy flowers, are

in fact, easy to grow in an indoor environment.
The most distinctive feature of this group is the rosette of leaves that mold into a cup to hold the water that nourishes the plant. From the center of some varieties, flowers and large colorful bracts emerge to create a spectacular display. These bracts are modified leaves that grow from the same axils as the flowers. Originally from the jungle, most bromeliads are air plants. Like orchids, in their native habitat bromeliads grow suspended in trees and on rocks, gathering water and food from rainfall and moisture in the air. 

As a house plant, display them in pots, hanging baskets, or attached to boards. If kept in pots, use a light soil that drains easily. Over-potting and over-watering can be fatal to the small root system of the bromeliad. Just as rainfall would collect in a bromeliad, when you water, pour into the rosette’s cup rather than into the soil.
 Bromeliads need lots of sun and high temperatures to bloom. If you’re having trouble inducing your plant to bloom, place it in a plastic bag with a ripe apple for a few days. The ethylene gas from the apple will initiate flower buds. After the plant finishes flowering the rosette enters into a slow dying process that can last as long as 3 years.  Planting the offsets that form at the base of the plant will keep your collection blooming year after year.

Secrets of Success:
Watering – Once a week, dump the water out of the vase, or rosette, and refill with fresh water. Using 


rainwater or distilled water is preferred, but tap water can also be used. The soil around 


the roots can be watered lightly every couple of weeks.

Light and Temperature – Bromeliads prefer bright, diffused light but direct sun should be avoided

                    because the leaves may sunburn.

Repotting – Bromeliads have very shallow root systems and over-potting can be detrimental to the

                    plant. If you do repot the plant, chose a pot similar in size to the pot the plant is currently in.

Humidity – Mist the leaves regularly during the summer.

Feeding – Bromeliads get their nutrients through their leaves. Use a half-strength fertilizer solution 

                 once a month in the vase of the plant.
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