CALADIUMS
Caladiums are grown for their exotic leaves that come in an almost endless array of colors.  The heart or arrow-shaped leaves are veined, edged, or mottled in numerous variations of pink, red, green, silver and white.

Planting:

Native to South America, Caladiums thrive in warm, humid conditions and should be planted outdoors when the soil temperature is at least 60 degrees or warmer.  Planting Caladiums at lower soil temperatures will cause the tubers to rot.  

Caladiums thrive in loamy soil that is rich in organic matter and well-drained.  They should be planted in filtered-shade (bright, indirect light), avoiding direct, intense sunlight.  Caladiums should also be protected from high winds.  Plant the tubers with the “eyes” pointing up and cover them with about 1” of topsoil.  The tubers should be spaced 8” to 12” apart from the centers.

Feeding and Watering:

Feed Caladiums with Blood Meal once a month and keep the soil moist at all times.  They can also be fed by topdressing the soil with a slow release fertilizer such as osmocote. 
Pruning:

Remove old leaves as they wither.  The calla lily-shaped flowers should be removed as soon as they appear.  This allows the plant to concentrate all of its strength into producing strong roots and more leaves.

Storing:

Tubers can be removed from the soil in the fall before the first killing frost.  Spread the bulbs on top of a table in a warm, protected area.  When the leaves have dried and withered, gently pull them away from the “eyes” of the tuber.  Dust the bulbs with Dusting Wettable Sulfur, a fungicide, and spread them out in a tray or box.  Fill the voids with dry peat moss, vermiculite, or perlite and store in a warm (minimum 60 degrees), dry, dark space until spring.
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