Bring Spring Indoors Early By Forcing Branches

Plant Choices:

Cherry

Crabapple

Forsythia

Fothergilla

Pear

Quince

Saucer or Star Magnolia

Redbud

Pussy Willow

Getting Started:

· Prune on a mild winter day when temperatures are above 32 degrees.

· Place cuttings in warm water.

· Prepare a container of 100-110( water and add a floral preservative. Make your own by using 1 Tablespoon of Listerine and 1Tablespoon of 7up or Lemon-lime soda per quart of hot water.

How to:

· Re-cut branches, holding them underwater at a severe angle, and place immediately in hot water preservative mix.

· Set aside in a cool place (45-55() until buds show color.  Arrange your branches in a nice container in the hot water mix, keeping your container away from direct sunlight and heat vents.

· Repeat procedure every couple of weeks for a continuous show.

· Change water weekly.
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