Renovation Procedure for Cool Season Grass

Soil Sample: 

If it has been several years since you’ve had your soil tested, it would be a good idea to do this.  Soil pH affects the availability of the nutrients in the soil.  A pH test is used to determine the relative acidity of your soil.  The addition of sulfur (to increase acidity) or lime (to decrease acidity) should be done according to soil test results.

Weed Control:  

If necessary, apply a post emergent treatment (usually something containing Quincloac) on crabgrass, or for broad leaf weeds, use Wipeout with Trimec. These should be applied 1 to 2 weeks PRIOR to seeding. DO NOT apply any pre-emergent herbicides to the area you plan to over-seed. These chemicals will stop weed seeds from sprouting, but will also inhibit fescues and ryes from germinating.

 Insect Control:  

If necessary, apply insect granules such as KILL A GRUB for control of white grubs that feed on the roots of grass plants.

Core Aerate: 

If your soil seems tight or compacted, we suggest you use a core-aerator machine be-fore seeding.
This procedure reduces soil compaction and helps return oxygen to the root system.

Power Rake:  

This procedure, also known as de-thatching or verticuting, uses a machine to remove thatch and cut grooves in the soil with a series of vertical blades.  The grass seed will fall or be washed into these grooves and prevent it from being washed away.

Seeding:  

Over-seed your lawn with one of the improved fescue varieties, or blends which have been selected for our area.  Seed should be sown at a rate of 10 lbs. per 1000 sq. ft. on new lawns, or 4-8 lbs. per 1000 sq. ft. to thicken the existing lawn.  Annual or Perennial Ryegrass may be used to over-seed Bermuda grass lawns as an alternative to brown winter lawns.

Fertilization:  

Lawn areas should be fertilized with 16-8-8, 20-0-10, or Milorganite at the time of over-seeding.  On a brand new lawn, we suggest 13-13-13, 10-20-10, or “New Lawn Starter” first, followed up in about 4 weeks with one of the above formulas.

Watering:  

It is very important to keep soil and seed DAMP.  The watering program should consist of watering at approximately 7:00 am, noon, and 5:00 pm for 5-10 minutes.  After the first mowing a more normal watering schedule can be resumed
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