SUCCESS WITH STRAWBERRIES 
    The strawberry is a hardy plant and is easier to grow than most other fruit.  You should be able to harvest at least a quart of berries from each plant in a planting if good cultural practices are followed.  A planting of about 50 plants is enough for a family of four, but strawberries are self fruitful, so they need no cross pollination.  June bearing varieties are the most successful in Oklahoma, producing one crop in June, while Everbearing varieties will produce a second crop in the fall.
Preparation
1. Strawberries can be grown on a wide range of soil types as long as there is adequate drainage, aeration and moisture retention. But, the best soils are loam or sandy loam soils with added organic matter.

2. The soil where strawberries are to be planted should be worked well and a fine plant bed prepared when plants are set.

3. Plowing or tilling straw, manure or compost into the soil several weeks before plants are set can add organic matter.

4. A complete fertilizer such as 10-20-10 or 12-24-12 at the rate of 1-2 pounds per 100 feet of row should be mixed in at a depth of 4-6 inches prior to planting.

Planting

1.  Late winter to early spring (February to March 20) is the best time to set plants in Oklahoma.

2. Plant strawberries in the full sun for the best results. 
3. Do not allow plants to become dry during the planting operation.

4. The suggested spacing for strawberries is 4 feet between rows and 24 to 30 inches between plants in a row.

5. It is extremely important that care be taken to set the strawberry plants at the proper depth. They should be set so that the crowns (where the leaves arise) are even with the ground surface after the soil has been firmed around the roots.

6. Before planting, remove all but two or three of the most vigorous leaves and trim about 1/4 to 1/3 off the ends of the roots. Spread or fan the roots out slightly and plant at the proper depth.

7. Since the strawberry plant is shallow rooted, it requires frequent watering following transplanting.

Harvesting

1.   Strawberry plants should not be allowed to fruit their first season to allow the plant to better establish in the ground.

1. The time from bloom to harvest will depend upon variety, temperature and the amount of sunlight. It varies from about 18 days to 45 days. 

2. Fruit should be picked when it has developed rich red color.
[image: image1.wmf] 


[image: image2.wmf] 


� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





www.southwoodnursery.com


91st & Lewis   299-9409








_1326714614.doc
[image: image1.png]Great Gardens!

SouTHiiG0D

LANDSCAPE & NURSERY








