LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE SCHEDULE
The following maintenance schedule is a checklist of annual gardening activities for the newly developed landscape.  By attending to these matters at the proper time, a major portion of the maintenance will be preventative rather than remedial.

January and February:

· If rainfall has been deficient, water lawns, trees and shrubs, especially any evergreens. 

· Many ‘green’ winter weeds can be controlled now with Roundup as it won’t harm dormant Bermuda or Zoysia.

March:

· “Spring Clean-Up” – Remove weeds and debris from shrub and groundcover beds. 

· Fertilize beds with 13-13-13 at 3 lbs. per 100 sq. ft.  

· Add additional mulch to existing beds to help control weeds.  

· Apply 16-8-8, 20-5-10, or Milorganite fertilizer at a rate of 5 lbs. per 1000 sq. ft. to cool season lawns such as Fescue or Ryegrass.  Mow 2” to 2½” high with a sharp mower.

· Prune trees, shrubs (except spring bloomers, like Forsythia and Azaleas), Roses, Liriope and ornamental grasses before spring growth begins.

· Treat borer prone trees with Bayer Tree & Shrub Insect Control.

· Late March would be a good time to core/aerate and/or de-thatch Bermuda and Zoysia.

April:  

· Fertilize Bermuda and Zoysia grass with 20-5-10, 16-8-8 or Milorganite.  Mow to a height  

of 1”.  Replant any bare areas in the lawn.  Rake the soil with a hoe before reseeding.

· Check new growth on shrubs, azaleas, roses & euonymus for aphids, scale or lacebug infestations.  These can be controlled using Malathion, Dormant oil, or Systemic Insect Killer.

· Trim winter damaged plants as necessary.  Replace plants that did not survive the winter.

· Plant summer annuals, after 4/20.  Treat flower beds with Miracle Grow Weed Preventer to control weeds.  Fertilize with Osmocote.  Mulch the beds with pine, cedar, or cypress mulch to help conserve moisture.

May:

· If necessary, spray junipers with Malathion or Systemic Insect Killer for bagworms and spider mites.  Repeat if rain washes the spray off within the first 48 hours after spraying.

· Prune azaleas after the blooms drop.  Fertilize with Osmocote 17-6-10 or 18-6-12.  If necessary, spray for lacebugs and mealybugs with Systemic Insect Killer.

· Overseed with Bermuda or Zoysia grass after mid-may.
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June:

· Fertilize warm season lawns again with 16-8-8, 20-5-10, or 2 lbs. of Urea (46-0-0) per sq. ft. (for quick green-up).   

· Continue checking for insects, especially grubs, in lawns and treat as necessary.

· If the weather does not cooperate, water new trees, shrubs and lawns thoroughly all summer.  Water should be applied infrequently with enough per application to wet the soil to a depth of 6-8” (more for trees).

· Weed beds as necessary. Products like Grass-B-Gone or Over The Top can be used to kill burmuda grass out of beds without damaging other plants. Do Not use Round-Up in beds as it will kill anything it contacts. Continue spot treatment of your lawn with Trimec for broadleaf weeds.  Re-apply Miracle Grow Weed Preventer to shrub and floral beds.

July and August:

· Continue mowing the lawn, raising the height to 2 ½” on Bermuda, 3 to 3 ½” on Fescue.

· Spot spray weeds in lawn as needed.

· Continue checking for insect infestations.  Bring specimens to Southwood for diagnosis and recommendations. 

· Liquid feed hanging baskets, patio pots, and bedding plants every two weeks with Peters 20-20-20 or Miracle Grow Multi-Purpose 24-8-16.

· Over-seed Bermuda or Zoysia before September 1.

September and October:

· Re-seed and fertilize cool season grasses, after Labor Day.

· Fertilize Bermuda and Zoysia before October 1st with 16-8-8 or milorganite.

· Replace summer annuals with pansies or chrysanthemums.

· Tulips, Hyacinths, and Daffodils are available late September. Plant after first frost.

· Fertilize trees and shrubs with Ferti-lome Tree and Shrub Fertilizer or Jobe’s Tree Spikes.

· Lightly prune roses and other summer flowering shrubs.

November and December:

· Replace trees and shrubs that did not survive the summer.

· Control existing broadleaf winter weeds such as dandelions with Trimec herbicide.  Call Southwood for details.

· If rainfall has been deficient, water thoroughly (6-8” deep) prior to a freeze.

· Mulch or wrap tender plants to protect from freeze damage.

· Remove any support stakes around trees that have been in place for one growing season.

· Many perennials can be divided now.

· Plant fall bulbs before the end of December.
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