HARDY GARDEN MUMS

1. The mum; a versatile perennial commonly used in mixed perennial beds, borders, or in patio pots. Plants in containers need to be monitored frequently for moisture.                              

2. Can be planted in spring or fall, recommended spacing 12-18” apart – best divided in early spring.

3. Should be planted in fertile, damp, well-drained soil in mostly sun.

4.  
Existing clumps must be thinned each spring, whereby 50% of the new shoots are removed and the remainder are pinched off at about 4” tall. A second pinch may be required when growth reaches about 8-10” high. This process is to keep plants from getting tall and leggy. Water freely and apply a balanced fertilizer once a month.
5. It is possible for mums to bloom in early summer. Great, let them. When bloom is finished trim them back by about half and fertilize monthly until new buds are set. Water as needed.  To get blooms again in the fall, do not trim back after mid- July.
6. Thinning flower buds will encourage the remainder to get larger. Water at soil level, keeping the blooms dry.
7. Interesting Fact:  Mums are photo sensitive – meaning that they bloom in response to our shortening day lengths in the fall.            
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