ORCHID CARE
· Light

· High light is best without direct sunlight.

· A bright sunny window in winter and a shaded bright window in the summer.

· Outside on a shaded patio is ideal for the summer.

· Water

· Allow media to go slightly dry between watering.

· An under watered orchid is better than an over watered orchid.

· Temperature

· Ideal temps are between 75 and 85 degrees.

· Do not allow temps to drop below 55 degrees.

· Air Movement
· Orchids like fresh air breezes.

· Strong hot or cold drafts will dry out the flowers and buds.

· Humidity

· The best range of humidity is between 60% and 80%.

· The average home is 30% to 40%.

· Humidity can be raised by misting and setting the plant on top of a tray full of gravel and water.

· Potting media

· The potting media is used to anchor the plant, not for nutrition.

· The most widely used media is Fir bark.

· Any course material like Coconut fiber, sifted Perlite and Osmunda fiber will also work fine.

· Fertilizer 

· Orchids planted in Fir bark should be fertilized with high nitrogen 30-10-10.

· Orchids planted in other types of bark should use a balanced fertilizer such as 18-18-18 once a month.

· Proper light is actually more important than a few missed feedings.

· Repotting

· Orchids should be repotted every 12 to 18 months.  Repotting is necessary when the potting media breaks down and retains more water than needed.

· Repotting can sometimes trigger Phalaenopsis to bloom.
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