
Top 34 Perennials
1.  Creeping Phlox – Phlox subulata






Feb-March

Evergreen groundcover; full sun to partial shade; well drained soil is a must; should be cut back about halfway in May or so; good for borders, rock gardens, etc.  Though its bloom time is short, its impact in the spring garden is extraordinary.  Dense carpets of pinks, whites, blues and bi-colors appear in early spring.  When the blooms have faded, the low growing slender green leaves simply blend into the landscape.

2.  Candytuft – Iberis sempervirens





      Late March-April

Basically evergreen; leaf tips may turn brown during winter; full sun to partial shade; well drained soil; border or where it can trail over something.  Plants are woody at the base and should be cut back severely every other year to ensure that they don’t get leggy.  Flowers are white and persist for 8-10 weeks.

3.  Columbine – Aquilegia








   May

Herbaceous; partial shade is best, where protected from afternoon sun; well drained soil; should be placed where other things will grow-up and hide it after it has bloomed as foliage can be unsightly by late summer.  Leaf minor damage sometimes is a problem, so a granular systemic applied in spring is a good idea.  The 5-petaled, 5-sepaled flowers come in a wide range of colors from yellow/red to blue, white, pink/white, and are held above gray-green deeply lobed foliage.  Blooms last 6-8 weeks and reseed to double their area in 2-3 years.

4.  Iris – Iris germanica & I.sibirica






     April-June

Generally somewhat evergreen although old foliage is replaced with spring growth; bearded are tolerant of many soil types – but won’t respond to long standing water.  Siberians prefer more even moisture and won’t tolerate drought.  Full sun to partial shade; dividing will likely be necessary 3-4 years after planting.  Many cultivars available in bearded; from groundcover types of 3-4”, to tall bearded at nearly 3’.  Use as accent planting or mass planting.  Good vertical interest.  Endless variety of flower colors available.

5.  Bleeding Heart – Dicentra spectabilis






   May

Herbaceous; partial shade to shade; well drained soil with good organic content; top growth may die back or need to be cut back during summer, so tuck it in somewhere it will not leave an open spot – in a field of groundcover or next to azaleas.  The fine texture of Bleeding Heart combines well with the bold leaves of Hosta, and the Hosta leaves help hide the foliage later on.  The pink to red lockets of heart-shaped flowers hang down from the flower stems and last 4-6 weeks, depending on temperature.  White blooming ‘Alba’ is also available, as is Dicentra eximia which has fern-like foliage, smaller clusters of pink flowers and blooms throughout the summer.

6.  Dianthus – Dianthus deltoides & Dianthus gratianopolitanus


      April-June

Generally evergreen; gray-green and green leafed varieties available; full sun is best; well drained soils; well suited for the front of the border and where it can trail.  The leaves form a loose matted clump which multiplies to cover large areas.  Flowers, which range in color from white to pink to rose and red, persist for 8-10 weeks.  Shearing the plants after flowering promotes more vigorous growth and additional flowers in the summer.

7.  Peony – Paeonia lactiflora








   May
Herbaceous; full sun to partial shade; will tolerate many soil types, but only do well in deep fertile soils.  Foliage will usually look less than perfect by late summer, but don’t cut it back until foliage has yellowed.  At 2 ½ to 3’ tall; it’s best for the middle of the border.  It can be used as a specimen plant or for cut flowers.  The buds (eyes) on the rootstock should be 2” below the soil, planting too deep will result in poor flowering.  Tremendous number of flower colors, forms and plant habits available.

8.  Daylily – Hemerocallis








        May-July

Herbaceous, foliage emerging early; full sun is best but will tolerate partial shade; very tolerant of most soil types, will handle drought much better than wet feet; aphids can be a problem on new spring growth.  Varieties available from 1’ to 3-4’ and for extended bloom period; repeat bloomers available; can be used as an accent or mass planting.   Flower colors in a wide range of everything except blue!

9.  Daisy – Chrysanthemum x superbum





      May-June

Herbaceous; full sun; well drained soil preferable; spreads rapidly and will take over an area if allowed; very good cut flower, Shasta can get 2-3’ tall so put in middle or back of border; more dwarf varieties are available; can be used as accent or mass planting, but foliage not particularly attractive by late summer.  It is one of the easiest perennials to grow with pure white flowers with yellow centers.

10. Astilbe – Astilbe x arendsii







      May-June

Herbaceous; partial shade to shade, well drained, high humus soils, will not tolerate drought.  Foliage may look bad in summer, browning on the edges – this usually can’t be avoided here; cut back when foliage yellows or browns off.  Best used in groupings of at least 3-5 plants for best effect; attractive with hostas and ferns, etc.  Excellent plants for shady, moist conditions, offering colorful flowers in low light conditions.  1’ to 3’ tall depending on cultivars.

11. Coreopsis – Coreopsis grandiflora  C. verticillata


                              May-September

Herbaceous; sun; well drained soil; moderately drought tolerant; dead heading on the grandiflora varieties helps promote continuous bloom.  Most varieties grow 1-1 ½’, good just behind border planting, verticillata varieties can be used at front of border.  C. grandiflora – ‘Early Sunrise’, ‘Sunray’, ‘Goldfink’.  C. verticillata – ‘Zagreb’, ‘Moonbeam’, ‘Rosea’.  Bloom all summer.  The bright yellow flowers, along with its tolerance of most any soil type make Coreopsis one of the top ten perennials sold.

12. Coral Bells – Heuchera sanguinea







   June

Semi-evergreen; partial shade, prefer bright  light in the morning but protection from afternoon sun; likes to stay in evenly moist soils; can be used individually – purple leaved varieties, or in small groupings – small green leaf varieties; Americana ‘Palace Purple” and others are prized for their foliage more than their small sprays of white flowers.  Growing to about 12” when not in flower and up to 3’ when the flowers appear atop tall stems.  Outstanding in combination with other shade tolerant plants such as Hostas and Ferns.

13. Yarrow – Achillea filipendulina & A. millefolium



             June-August

Herbaceous; full sun; well drained soils, will tolerate some drought; foliage is of nearly as much interest as the flower and has a “spicy” odor when crushed.  Yarrow will usually need supporting in our area as the stems won’t always bear the weight of the bloom; use towards the back of the border; A. millefolium is generally shorter.  Easy to grow, offering years of color and flowers useful for fresh and dried arrangements.

14. Silver Mound – Artemesia schimidtiana





     All Season

Herbaceous; sun to partial shade; well drained soils.  Plants produce tightly compact “V” mounds of silvery-gray deeply cut foliage that contrast well with flowering annuals or perennials or with shrubs such as Crimson Barberry.  ‘Powis Castle’ is a taller (up to 3’) variety, a bit more airy, and makes an outstanding gray/silver focal point in the garden.  As it matures, the stems become woody and should be cut back in the spring.

15. Hosta – Hosta plantaginea & H. sieboldiana & others



     All Season

Herbaceous; part shade to shade; well drained soils; flowers are nice but secondary to the various foliage patterns available in this species, with varieties from dwarf to giant this plant can be used most anywhere in the planting, as an accent or in a large grouping.  Slugs can be a problem with the leaves and control is recommended; hail can also cause serious but not fatal damage.  The kings of shade:  There are over 400 hybrids, cultivars and species with various leaf form, texture and colors.  Divide every 3-4 years early in the spring when leaves first emerge.

16. Lambs Ear – Stachys byzantina






 June-August


Semi-evergreen; full sun to partial shade; well drained soil is a must.  Handsome gray foliage covered with dense, matted short wooly hairs.  Less than a foot tall, effectively used to soften harsh colors and edge plantings or walkways.  Plants look best in spring but decline by mid-August in areas of high heat and humidity.  Avoid overhead watering and water in the morning to allow foliage to dry out.

17. Hardy Fern – Many species







     All Season

Generally Herbaceous; part shade to shade; well drained soil with high humus content; species available from low spreading to tall upright; use as single accent or large groupings; works well with hostas, astilbes, heucheras and other shade-loving plants.

18. Purple Coneflower – Echinacea purpurea




      June-September

Herbaceous; full sun, well drained soil, moderately drought tolerant; pink/purple flower is long lasting and works well as a cut flower; at 2-3’, place in the middle of the border; also available in orange, red, white, yellow and pink blooming cultivars; use singularly or in groupings of 3-5.  The 2”-3” diameter flowers consist of a brown and bronze central cone surrounded by rose to purple petals.  Plants begin to flower in early summer and continue sporadically until frost.

19. Hardy Lily – Lilium/Asiatic & Oriental






       May-July

Bulbous Herbaceous; full sun to partial shade; well drained soil; bulbs generally available in early spring; may be wise to plant in a sunken clay pot if voles are present; many heights and colors available; tuck in spaces between plants in groupings of 3-5.

20. Salvia – Salvia superba






       May-September
Semi-evergreen; full sun to partial shade; well drained soil, does tolerate drought; at 1½-2’ place just behind the front of the border; the deep blue flowers work well with pink flowering plants or with silver foliage plants; pink flowering cultivars are available though not as showy; good cut flowers.  Dense flower spikes rise from basal leaves in May and June.

21. Purple Loosestrife-Lythrum virgatum






      June-Frost

Herbaceous; full sun and moist soils are preferred.  Rosy-purple to pink slender flower spikes on 2’-3’ tall stems.  Tolerant of heat and humidity, Lythrum is an excellent plant for Tulsa as long as adequate moisture is provided.

22. Tall Phlox – Phlox paniculata






        July-September

Herbaceous; full sun, best in locations that get good air movement; well drained soils; varieties can be from 2-4’ with large flower clusters, good cut flower; powdery mildew is a problem, so a spray program is recommended, place with roses so they can be sprayed at the same time; foliage can also be hidden with other perennials.  Large flower clusters in white, pinks, lavenders, reds and bi-colors.

23. Balloon Flower – Platycodon grandiflorus




      June-September

Herbaceous; full sun or partial shade.  Most cultivars have distinctive blue inflated flower buds resembling a balloon until they burst open to a 2-3” five lobed blossom.  Plants are 18-24” tall and prefer a well drained soil.  One of the best plants for a child’s garden for obvious reasons.

24. Veronica – Veronica spicata







 June-August

Herbaceous; full sun to partial shade; well drained soil; good at the middle of the border; blue, lavender or white flower spikes atop plants 18-24” tall; terminal flowers begin to open in early summer and continue for 2 months or more.

25. Gallardia – Gallardia grandiflora





       May-September

Herbaceous; full sun; tolerant of various soil types, resistant to drought; best in the heat of summer when other things have given up.  Give Gallardia plenty of room as it will spread vigorously; a low growing plant, best in the rock garden or near the front of the border; 2 ½” daisy flowers are made up of many colors (thus the “blanket” in it’s common name “Blanket flower”.)

26. Scabiosa/Pincushion Flower – Scabiosa caucasica


      June-September

Herbaceous; full sun to partial shade; well drained soil; mulching in summer is recommended as the plant doesn’t take extreme heat well.  Generally low growing, use near the front of the border; an excellent long bloomer for the Tulsa area; “Butterfly Blue” and “Pink Mist” provide persistent flowering spring through frost.

27. Verbena - Canadensis






          June-October

Semi-evergreen; full sun, well drained soil.  Low growing and long blooming with dozens of blue or purple flowers covering mats of dark green foliage to about 6”.  Excellent for gardens, containers and patio planters.  ‘Homestead Purple’ and ‘Blue Princess’ are good choices for a striking accent plant, and can occasionally be cut back if they grow too vigorously.

28. Hardy Hibiscus – Hibiscus moscheutos hybrids



      June-September

Herbaceous, full sun to partial shade; will tolerate moist soil conditions; most varieties to at least 6’, so use like a large shrub; very showy blooms make a great summer accent; cut stalks down to the ground after frost.

29. Black Eyed Susan – Rudbeckia fulgida




      June-September

Herbaceous, full sun to partial shade, well drained soils; golden yellow daisy bloom is very showy when almost nothing else is, bridges the gap between early summer bloomers and fall bloomers; at 2-3’ tall, use near the back of the border.  Rudbeckias spread rapidly, complementing ornamental grasses, salvias, verbenas; long sturdy stems make this an excellent cut flower.

30. Aster









  August-September

Herbaceous; full sun; moist but well drained soil.  With over 600 species in this group, Asters come in all sizes from 6” to 6’.  Flower color in most species is blue-purple or white.  Pinching back 2-3” of growth in spring and early summer results in more compact, dense plants which will carry your flower border well into the fall season.

31. ‘Autumn Joy’ Sedum – Sedum spectabile




  August-September

Herbaceous; full sun to partial shade; tolerant of soil types, will take drought but not wet feet; probably the toughest of the tough, this plant will take a lot of abuse; best to put a cut tomato cage over it before the plant gets too large, flowers are so heavy often the plant can’t support them; at about 2’ use midway back in the border singularly or in mass.  Bronze red flowers in late summer mature to a rich russet color in fall.

32.  Mums – Chrysanthemum



        

       September-November

Herbaceous; full sun to partial shade; tolerant of various soil types but well drained is best; another of the really tough ones, will take a lot of punishment; many colors and sizes are available; may flower some in early summer, but the plant should be cut about halfway back around July 4th for best fall show; use singularly or in small groupings; excellent cut flower.

33. Grasses – Many Genera





        All Season/September

Herbaceous; full sun to partial shade, tolerant of various soil conditions; many leaf colors and sizes available from variegated green/white to burgundy and from 6” to 8’; use as accent or in groupings; leave dead foliage until late February; late fall planting is risky.

34. Liriope - spicata








   July-August

Evergreen; sun or shade, although growth is best in light shade and moist fertile soil.  Grass-like leaves about 12” long and ¼” wide are either dark green or variegated.  Spikes of blue or violet flowers appear in July, followed by blue-black berries that persist into winter.  Great when used as an edging for beds and borders and also makes a handsome ground cover.
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