YEAR ROUND POINSETTIA CARE
If cared for properly, the life of the poinsettia can be extended throughout the year.  We recommend the following.  First, select a plant with a tight cluster of small, central flowers with crisp and bright foliage. When transporting your new poinsettias, protect them from chilling winds and temperatures below 50 degrees.

During the Holidays

· Place away from drafts in indirect sunlight for at least 6 hours per day.  (If necessary, direct sunlight can be diffused with a curtain.)

· To prolong the color, room temperatures should be around 70 degrees during the day and 60 degrees at night.   High humidity is preferable.

· Water when soil feels dry to the touch and discard excess water in the saucer or wrapping.

Winter

· Follow Holiday upkeep tips.

· When bracts fade, cut back to 8”.

· Lightly fertilize very 3-4 weeks after the blooming season.

Spring - Summer

· When temperatures are above 50 degrees, place outdoors first in indirect sunlight and then in direct. 

· Cut back stems and branches twice during summer to 1/2 size of plant, last cut in July.   Repot if needed.

Fall

· Around Labor Day, move the plant inside, but provide it with 6 or more hours of direct light.

· From October 1- Mid December, confine the plant to 14 hours of darkness and 10 hours of natural light.  This will force the bracts back to red color.
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