Paphiopedilum “Lady Slipper” Orchid

Windowsill hobbyists and those who cultivate orchids sing praises of the paphiopedilum (Paf-fee-oh-ped-um), also known as the ‘Lady Slipper’ orchid.  The exotic, wax-like, richly colored blooms last for weeks – sometimes months!  They are ideal for home growing.
Lady Slippers have no psuedobulbs, but are made up of attractive, glossy, green leaves.  After leaves are fully formed, the flower stem rises from the center of the newly developed growth.  Bizarre flowers top compact plants bearing green or mottled foliage making these orchids attractive even when not in flower.  Leaf color indicates temperature needs.

Temperature:  
Paphiopedilums are divided into two temperature groups:  warm and cool growers.  The attractive mottled leaf types come from the warmer temperature zones and do best with a night temperature not below 60oF, and a day temperature of 70-75oF.  The solid green leafed types come from the higher, cooler altitude.  They require a night temperature of 50-60oF and a day temperature of 70-80oF.

Light: 
Place in any bright window but protect from mid-day sun.  Leaves should be a medium green color; if they are too pale, or yellowish, the plant could by getting too much light.  (Approximately the same light intensity as African violets is preferred).

Watering:  
Paphiopedilums must be kept constantly moist, but not soggy.  Check frequently below the surface to determine the need for water.

Feeding:  
We recommend using a high nitrogen fertilizer once monthly all year round.  Paphiopedilums are sensitive to fertilizer burn; therefore, when feeding use a ½ strength solution.

Repotting:  
Slippers should be repotted every two to three years with a fresh, well-drained potting medium such as fine grade fir-bark or an orchid soil mixed specifically for its needs.  It is important that the base of the growth be potted no deeper than ½” in the media.
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