SUCCESS WITH ROSES
Location:  

· At least six hours of direct sun is necessary for healthy growth and abundant bloom
Bed Preparation and Planting: 
· Roses prefer rich, fertile, well-drained soil.  To determine if your soil is well drained, dig a hole 12” deep by12” wide and fill it with water. Within an hour the water should have drained from the hole.

· Soil mix should consist of equal parts of good topsoil, compost or soil conditioners like Hu-More or Back To Nature and manure.  

· The planting hole should be large enough to allow the plant’s root system plenty of room to develop.  We recommend about 12” deep and 24” wide.  

· Plant the rose with the top of the root ball slightly above grade.  

· Add soil mix to the planting hole, firming well to avoid air pockets.  

· Water well, allow soil to settle, water a second time. 

· Root Stimulator applied at this time insures healthy root growth. 

· Cover the area with 2” of mulch, being careful not to cover the stem of the rose with mulch.  

· For a continuous feed apply Osmocote 14-14-14 at planting.

Spacing:   
 Miniature       Hybrid Tea        English        Floribunda         Grandiflora        Climbing        Shrub

   12-18”             3’                       3’                  3’                           3’                   4-6’             2-3’

Helpful Hints:  

· Roses should always be watered at their base and never on foliage or flowers.

· The best time to cut roses is early in the morning when the moisture content and sugar level are at their highest.  

· Climbing roses require a different pruning technique.  See our Training Climbing Roses handout.    

Pruning:

· Any pruning is better than none.  Pruning forces new leafy growth and flowering shoots.
· A typical hybrid tea blooms on new shoots on last year’s canes. Prune early spring just as new growth is beginning. 

· Use well-made, sharp, all purpose shears and gloves.

· First, remove all winter coverings from plant, weed and rake up debris.

· Cut away any dead, diseased and damaged wood, starting from the top. Make cut 1” past start of healthy wood.  Cut whole dead canes flush with the stump.

· Prune all other branches back by about ½ their length, cutting to an outside bud.

· Cut back crossed canes, such as branches that rub against one another. This will force growth into an open, vase like habit. Cut to an outside bud, halfway down its length, well below where it crosses its neighbor.

· Always cut at a 45-65 degree angle, slanting into the center of shrub.

· Treat cuts with a thin film of grafting wax to preserve moisture and speed natural healing.

· Scratch in fertilizer (usually 14-14-14) around base of bush.
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Lay down or replenish your favorite mulch.
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