Tree and Shrub Planting Instructions

If you follow the planting instructions outlined below, you should be successful in growing beautiful trees and shrubs.  We guarantee our plants to be in healthy condition.  Please refer to our warranty for details.

· Install your plants as soon as possible (within a week). 

· If planting an entire bed, amend the soil using 3-4 parts native soil 

            mixed thoroughly with one part soil conditioner.

· Dig the hole 6-12” wider, but no deeper than the plant’s root ball.

· Gently loosen the roots, if possible, and set the plant in the hole. 

            The top of the root ball should be 1-3” above grade.

· Trees and shrubs planted in clay or compacted soil should be planted

      2-4” above grade.

· Mixing SOUTHWOOD Tree & Shrub Fertilizer, Osmocote, or root 

stimulator into the soil at planting is beneficial and encourages growth.

· Backfill the hole with soil, thoroughly firming the soil around the root

      ball.

· After planting, water very thoroughly twice, settling the soil and 

      removing all air pockets.

· Water as needed to keep soil evenly damp, not wet. Do not rely 
      on sprinkler systems alone to properly water your new plants.
· Frequency of watering is determined by several factors:

· Size of plant (larger=more water, less often)

· Soil type       (sandy=more, clay=less)

· Sun/Shade exposure (sunny=more)

· Windy days   (more)

· Temperature (higher temps=more)
· Mulch plantings to help control weeds & conserve moisture.
·  Check for signs of damage that might be indications of insect or 

       disease problems.  

· Things to look for are:

· Ants crawling up and down the trunk

· Leaves that look chewed on or discolored

· Sawdust coming from holes in the bark
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